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HOT TOPIC

P

NTATIONS

TIn response to John Ward from
Gordon (Letters, January 31) and
recent media reports about planta-
tions and water, it is important to
communicate that good science
must not be taken out of context.

Plantation forests deliver enor-
mous social, economic and envir-
onmental benefits to Australia’s
regional economies. In Australia,
forest industries are applying
world’s best practice based upon
world’s best science.

When attempting to generalise
results from predominantly over-
sons studies to the Australian
situation it is crucial that we
recognise some key differences,
interpret in the conbext of the
Australian environment and rec-
ognise that a “one size fits all”
approach is flawed.

The vast majority of plantations
established in Australia in the
past decade are situated in areas
with rainfall of 800mm p.a. or less
and in nearly all cases the planta-
tions cover less than 6 per cent of
the land area in any given catch-
ment. Australian research shows
that the impact on stream flow is
less here than in extensively
planted catchments overseas.

Plantations provide us with an
important environmental manage-
ment tool, for instance to combat
salinity and sequester carbon. In
using this tool it is important to
maximise-overall net benefit and
minimise the likelihood of unin-
tended harmful consequences.

Comprehensive scientific mod-
ols are being, and have been
developed, to aid in the decision-~
making for land-use managers
because all land-use practices
have an environmental effect. As
such, any discussion on this topic
needs to be framed within a broad
ecological context.

CSIRO, Ensis, Bureau of Rural
Sciences and the Murray Darling
Basin Comgggsion have all pub-

ous standards applied in
the codes of forest practice
that exist in Australia.

Current plantation de-
sign restricts tree planting
along creeks, water courses
and reserved areas as &
means of protecting water
quality, water yields and
biodiversity.

In considering the im-
pacts of plantations, Mr
Ward should also consider
the many economic, social
and environmental bene-
fits that arve derived from
Australig’s plantation re-
sources, including those es-
tablished in Tasmania.

Phil Townsend
Chief executive

lished information on_this topic
and these are available on their
websites.

Dr Damian Barrett
Dr Clive Carlyle
Dr Tim Payn
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The letter from John Ward
(January 31) contains 2 misrepre-
sentation of some important find-
ings that were recently published
in the journal Science. Over three-
quarters of the large catchments
analysed in the study had greater
than 50 per cent forest coverage.

In Australia, the Bureau of
Rural Sciences found that there
are no areas where the plantations
cover such a large proportion of the
land area. It is therefore not
possible to draw the same broad
conclusions for Australia’s catch-
ments as those observed in the 23
overseas catchments.

Additionally, the plantations in
the reported study were estab-
lished some time ago and would
not, be required to meet the rigor-,
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The fact that forests use water
should come as no surprise to
veaders. Water is an essential
requirement for all plant and
animal life.

The fact that forests use more
water than grasslands has been
known for cemturies. Mr Ward
(Letters, January 81) quotes ex-
tensively from an article published
in Seience on this subject. Modern
societies such. as ours have cleared
forests to produce land for agricul-
tural pursuits such as cropping
and grazing.

In fact, by doing this we have
actually increased the water flows
of rivers and streams. A conse-
quence of this is increased sedi-
mentation, high nutrient loads
and other reductions in water
quality. These have been clearly
demonstrated to have detrimental
effects on the natural environ-
ment.

For example, the Great Barrier
Reef is suffering from these prob-

The fact that trees use more
water than grass js not the real
problem. The problem is that we
place demands on & limited water
resource for use in man-made
activities such as irrigation, do-
mestic and industrial uses.

Water is a valuable economic
commodity for human society, but
its quality is as important as the
quantity. It also is just as impor-
fant to the environment.

The debate about water should
not be focused on forests versus
other land uses, but should instead
foeus on the value of water for the
needs of economic, social and
environmental purposes.

Only then can we arrive at the
true value of water and where
various land uses contribute to the
quantity and quality of this most
precious resource.
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