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Letter to the Canberra Times








Dear Sir


 


It was great to see the Canberra Times running a feature on David Lindenmayer's new book On Borrowed Time: Australia's environmental crisis and what we must do about it. (TImes2 Feature pages 4 & 5, Monday September 3, 2007). Lindemayer challenges how we think about economics and our environment. Lindenmayer appears to be arguing that our human survival will depend on how well we protect our planets environment; you can't argue with that. But I must say I'll have to read the book first. 


Strangely a striking feature of the extract in the Canberra Times was to incorrectly portray forestry and agriculture as making a large contribution to Australia's greenhouse gas emissions. Which ever way you look at it forestry and agriculture are different. Forestry is helping reduce Australia's greenhouse gas emissions. Over the period 1990 to 2005 the National Carbon Accounting System estimated that forestry removed 19.6 million tonnes of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. But the accounting system lumps forestry in a broad agricultural land use category called Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry. As a whole this category is still a major greenhouse gas emitter but has reduced its emissions by 73.9% between 1990 and 2005. For any who care to read it for themselves go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.greenhouse.gov.au/inventory/2005/pubs/inventory2005.pdf" \o "http://www.greenhouse.gov.au/inventory/2005/pubs/inventory2005.pdf" �http://www.greenhouse.gov.au/inventory/2005/pubs/inventory2005.pdf�


Another exception in the National Carbon Accounting System is that carbon stored in wood products is counted as an emission not as stored carbon. The fact that it is stored carbon is as plain as the nose on your face; it's there. In a published report earlier this year the forestry sector estimated that 230 million tonnes of carbon are stored in wood products in Australia, and growing. Factoring in carbon storage in wood products, Australia's plantations and commercial forests removed a net 43.7 million tonnes of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere in 2004 alone. These facts can be checked at � HYPERLINK "http://www.plantations2020.com.au/assets/acrobat/Forests,Wood&CarbonBalance.pdf" \o "http://www.plantations2020.com.au/assets/acrobat/Forests,Wood&CarbonBalance.pdf" �ttp://www.plantations2020.com.au/assets/acrobat/Forests,Wood&CarbonBalance.pdf�


Lindenmayer is right though and all the facts and figures in the world don't change that; we need to protect our environment. But how? I suggest by removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere through forests, forestry and using wood products.


Yours sincerely


 


Peter Langdon


Institute of Foresters of Australia, ACT Division, media spokesperson


� HYPERLINK "http://www.forestry.org.au/" \o "http://www.forestry.org.au/" �http://www.forestry.org.au/�
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