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Upcoming IFA Victorian Events.
- Forum on Innovation in Forestry - 1pm Thurs 10 October.

Seesepaateemailnoticefrom the CEO.
- Field trip - Pine plantations in NE Victoria - late October.
Detailswill besentlater.

Vale lan Ferguson
The IFA mourns the loss of Emeritus Professor lan Stewart Ferguson AM aged 83, who died
on 10 July 2019.
Singlehandedly lan ran the Timber Industry Inquiry in Victoria 1984-85, which led to Victoria's 1986
Timber Industry Strategy. This was basically the guide book for Victorian forestry for at least next 15
years.
lan was born in Melbourne on 13 December 1935, and apart from some early years in field man-
agement in Western Australia after his graduation from the Australian National University, lan was
an academic both at Melbourne Uni and the ANU. His research work and teaching focussed on for-
est economics - both plantations and native forests.

He master-minded the IFA’s Registered Professional Forester scheme while he was president of the
IFA in the 1990s. He was a Fellow of the IFA and three other professional groups. He was widely re-




spected for his wise advice and gentle nature among people in the forestry profession and forest
industries over Australia and other countries.

His funeral on 17 July at the Boyd Chapel, Springvale Botanic cemetery was attended by about 200
people. In addition to family, old forestry colleagues Brian Turner and Jerry Leach gave tributes.
See The Forestein August for a full obituary. XXXXX.Peter Fagg

Chai r p eRemrofor dhe Victorian AGM - 3 July 2019
Megan Graham

Firstly thankyou for comingoutona cold July night. Your supportattheseeventsis appreciatedandwe
hopethatyou havean enjoyableevening.

| t a@tgallyonly beenll monthssincethelastAGM, soperhapghatis why this seemgo havecomearownd
fasterthanusual.

To collatethisreport,| usedPeterF a g miduses,which heassiduouslyvrites andcirculateseachmonthto
all committeemembers. Whilst writing thisreport,| ¢ o u | helpbdtihoticethe volumeof work thatthis
committeehas producedor the membershi@ndthe Institutein the pastyear. Sofirstly, | wantto individua-
ly thankthecommitteememberdor this.

Keith Maplestone a hardworking dedicateccommitteemember. H e &eenresponsibldéor maintaining
membersip databasedists anddrives,which s really importantto the Institute. H e &lsobeenthedriver
for therecentfield trips to the MelbournewatercatchmentendMt Cole.

Mark Poynter- our mediaofficer, andhe hasbeenreally busythis yearwith respondingo manyforestryre-
latedissuessuchasthe VEAC CentralWestReport,the RegionalForestAgreemeniprogram,electionissues
andcorrectingthe coupleof inaccuraciesn the media. His depthof understandingnotivationanddedia-
tionis really somethingo admireandsomething amparticularlygratefulfor.
GavinLivingston(anapologytonight,ash e 6usin theforestsof EastGippslandbrrrr)) Thisyear,Gavin
took a leadrole in working with the MelbourneUniversity on providingadvice to their forestryprogramand
addressingheissuesof lack of youngforestrytrainedgraduates As well, Gavinis onthe FutureForesters
Committeesoheis well andtruly committedto thelFA. Keepyour eyesout for the mobiletechforumthat
h e érganisingaterthisyearatthe CLT Library in Docklands.

Gary FeatherstonAs mostof you would know, Garyis alsoonthe NationalBoardandhehasanimportant
rolein keepingthecommunicatiorbetweerthe Victorian committeeandthe Nationalcommittes flowing.
Garyhasbeeninvolvedin thelFA / AFG mergeandmanyof the membershigequirement®f the Institute
this year.

EuanFergusondeputychair,remainsa very dedicateccommitteemembemwhois alwaysacrossall of the
issues. Forme,E u a mafjeadviceis alwayswelcomedashealwaysoffersreally insightful perspectivesn
thevariousissuesandvariousapproachethatasa committeewe couldtake. Euanhastakenareally proac-
tive role in trying to work throughthe challengesandopportuiities of therecentlFA / AFG mergeaswell as
supportingmeandothersin manyof thefunctionsof thecommittee.

PeterFagg (Secretaryjs tireless. | ¢ a nnm@aginewhathewaslike asayounglad! Not only doesPeterkeep
the Victorian division administrationin tip-top shapehe keepsthe communicationsvith the membershipp
to datethroughthe newsletters.As well, he hasbeenresponsibldor a numberof our written responsesvith
very carefullyconsideredpinionsto variousissues. As well, he hasco-organisedherecentfield trips and
beenvery supportiveof othercommitteemembers.

Forthosewhod o rkidotv, Peteris steppingdownassecretarythisyear. Hewill besorelymissed.The
committeeandl 6 surethe membersarereally graeful for the manyhoursandhis professionalisnandinteg-
rity thathe hascommittedto this role overthe past5 years.



In termsof whatthecommitteehasachievedhis year,| 6 brakenit up into thefollowing categories. They
are:issuespublications evens, andmemberachievements.

ISSUES

DELW P RFA and Forest Modernisation program

The DELWP announcementf theforestreformpackageandthe modernisatiorof the RegionalForest
Agreementdrasmeantthatw e 6 beenbusyproviding our input andadviceonwhatwe believeto bebest
forestmanagemenpractice.

We 6 pravidedformal submissionso DELWP, attendedat DELWP eventsincluding thescienceroundtable
meetingandofferedassistancénot takenup) to the RFA scientific advisory panel,andRFA seminarseries.
Promotedo our membergheFuture of our Forestsnewsletterandopportunitiego completetheir surveys.
Welook forwardto continualinvolvementandencouragenemberdo stayinvolved.

2018Victorian State Election

Prior to the Victorian Novemberelection,we werebusypreparingour policy positionpaperwhich covered3
forestryissuesandmeetingwith politiciansto havea conversatioraboutwhatwe think is goodforestpolicy.
We md with

Liberal Party M P 6Gary Blackwoodand Cindy McLeish,

Labor Party MP Lisa Chester

National Party MPs PeterWalshand Tim Bull

ShootergrishersFarmersMPs, Jeff Bourmanand Daniel Young

Victorian Governmentannouncementon plantation developmentand expansion.
We 06 sentlettersindicatingour interestandpolicy positionson plantationgo
EnvironmentMinister D & A nebioandAgricultural Minister Symes.

VEAC (Victorian Enviro nmental AssessmenCouncil) review of the Central West Forests
We madehighly consideredormal submissiongo the Commissiorbothto the draft reportanda formal sub-
missionto their final report.

Merge of Australian Forest Growers and IFA

TheJanuarymergeof the AustralianForestGrowersandthe IFA will impacton howwe arelikely to do

0 b u s igoingferavad. This committeehasbeenworkingwith AFG membergo try andmakesurethat
themergerputsboththelFA andAFG andtheir membersn a strongerandbetterposition. To this end,

w e 0 hagmeetingsandhavedevelopedaé d i oo & Bwhictdyou haveandwe hopeto receivesome
feedbaclkirom you tonightor in the nearfuture.

Publications - submissions articles, letters, etc
| 6 eokateda list of whatlFA committeeandits membershasproduced. Apologiesif | 6 migsedany.In
TheForester:

Finding the nextrotation of foresters- by GavinLivingston

Agroforestryin the Otwayarea- by Boyd Eggleston

Critiqueof JohnD a r g afv \WHddwe haveforestw a r s Bydark Poynter
RuthRyanandhe AFSMaward - by GaryMorgan

PeterFaggsenta personakubmissiono the Threatened peciesScientific Committeeregardingtheconsera-
tion statusof Leadbeater®ossum.

We madethreeformal complaintsto the ABC regardingnaccuraciesandbiasin their reportingof forestry.

In October,our policy paperwasreferredto in AustForest& TimberNewsandthe GippslandTimes& Maf-
fra Spectator

TheAgepublishedmemberresponseto theRossG i t taitiashedaBedn ANU findingsregardingeconomics
of forestryandwater production.



Mark Poynterhadanarticleii E n v i r o ideolegy:killed a Victorianrural industrybys t e apublishedl
ontheOnline Opinion (regardinghelong delayin theapprovalof the Allocation Ordel) which we forwarded
to MPsof eachparty.

Mark laterwrotearnotherOnline Opinion pieceentitledii C | o arenevepblegimberindustryfor carbon
creditsis farfrom6 c o mmens e 0 .

Mark wasinterviewedby JonFaineon ABC Radio774regardingVictorian forestry.

PeterFagghada letter publishedn TheAustralian- reforestactivism.
Thecommitteeprovideda written submissiorto the University of Melbourne(Prof. Woodrow) regardingthe
chargesto the previousMastersof ForestEcosystengciencecourse.

GavinLivingstonsubmttedarespamseon behalfof the IFA - for OneFortyond°lantationsontrolledwood
certification.

GaryandPeterattendedh briefing at VicForestsregardingtheir FSCecertification projectandsubmitteda
formalresponséo VicForests.

Events
Aug 2018. IFA AGM heldherewith RuthRyangiving aterrific preserationond Wo nieFi r widhwas
reflectedner prodigiouscareelin fire managemerfor which shewasawardecan AFSM.

Nov 2018 Keith andPetercoordinatedhe successfuMelbourneWaterField trip, wherea 16 IFA members
andguestshadareally interestingtour of the closedcatchments. ForesterandIFA memberTim Sanders
from Melb Waterleadthetour with supportfrom CraigeBrown andLeonBren.

Dec2018 At our endof yearcommitteemeeting(14 membersattened) andwe celebratedhe endof year
with pizzaandbeer. Bob Gordonprovideda reporton the (atthetime) of the potentiallFA + AFG meger.

Jan2019. ThelFA HQ movedfrom Canberrao Melboumeandwe welcomedheincomingCEO Jacquie
Martin, who hasbeenworking really hardon somebig changego thelFA, includingstartingandbuilding a
relationshipwith Professional@\ustralia,thelFA / AFG mergeandgettingto know forestryandour foreders
aswell asmanaginga hostof 6 b aecnkdsueghatnoneof usseebutwe all need. EGM on 21 Janwherethe
membershipvotedto mergethelFA andAFG. Voting wasapprox.50 for and7 againsthe4 motions.

May 2019.Keith andPeterarrangeda sucessfulField trip to the MountColeareaon avery cold daywith ~
25 peopleattending LeonHolt, Leon BrenandKevin Tolhurstweremajor contribuorsto this trip, which
lookedat oneof thefew remainingsawmillsin WesternVictoria aswell asfire andtimbea managemenin the
Mt Cole StateForest.

June2019. Indigenousburningworkshopat St Arnaud- hostedoy Rob Youl.

Member achievements
1 AnneGearywasawardedhel F AtdpsionourtheNW Jolly Medal

1 GaryFeatherstorwasmadea Fellow of theFA.
9 Erin Hodgsorreceiveda Princeof Walesaward.
1

EuanFergusonput a hugeeffort asoneof the organiersof the InternationalFire BehaviourConfea-
ence. Therewere3 locationsdigitally linked - Sydney,AlbuguerqueandMarseilles

1 Mark Poynterpublishedhis secondbooké G o iGn @ eCongratulationgo Mark andl 6 surethat|
speakon behalfof theInstitutewhenl saythatwe hopethis bookcanbe usedfor improvedsustaim-
ble forestmanagement.

Plusl 6 surethatthereweremanyotherpersonabhchievementthat! 6 unawareof.



Finally, I 6 atsoon the movefrom the committee as my three year term is up. Overthethreeyears,it
hasbeena positiveexperienceandl 0 veenableto achievesomeforestrygoalsthatl 0 wamtedto, which
would not havebeenpossiblewithout beinginvolvedin the IFA.

In particulartheyare theeventsthatl 6 erganisedandthebringingtogetherof ideasandpeopleasl think
thatthroughcollaborationandcontinuallearningwe canachievebetteroutcomeaot only for ourselvesand
thelnstitutebut theforeststhatwe work in. | havereally enjoyedworking with the committeemembersandl|
look forwardto seeinghemeachmonth. Servingon this committeehasalsoenabledmeto really build my
understanding@ndseeotherperspectivesf forestrythatl h a d muthiexperiencevith. | 6 alsebeenableto
improvemy, negotiation.eventorganisation|eadershipandpublic speakingskills whilst on this committee.
As well, my networkwithin theforestryworld hasreally expandedhroughbecomingnvolvedin thecommi-
tee. Sol wouldrecommendominatingfor a positiononthecommitteef you areinterestecandhavea wil l-
ingnesdo increaseyour contributian towardsyour professiorandforestmanagemenuithin Australia.

Thankyou for all of your supportover thesethreeyears.

Still waiting for answers

VAFI is still waiting to hear from the State Government, in particular the Minister for Agriculture,
Jaclyn Symes, regarding the alleged partly-funded State Government market research which hypo-
thetically saw the closure of the Victorian native timber industry within three years. Not surprisingly,
this news has not only alarmed our organisation, but many members in the industry. We understand
we are not the only ones from the native timber industry that has written to the Minister seeking an-
swers. From VAFI News - 6 August 2019

HAVE YOUBEENPAYINGATTENTION?
1. What Victoriannative animal wasthought to be extinctfrom 1909to 19607
2. Whowrote the 201800k Goingé G r e feorestsFire and a Flawed ConservatiorCulture?
3. How many hectareqapprox.) are harvestedin Vi c t Btatéfaedt®achyear?
4. Inwhat yearwasthefirstV i c t GadeobFeasticefor TimberProductionpublished?
5. Whowasthe last Chairmanof the ForestCommissiomf Victorid?
6. Thehardboard Masoniteusedto be manufactured at a factory in which Victoriantown?
7. SpottedGum (C/E.maculata) growsnaturally in Victoriawhere?
8. MelbourneWatermaintainshow many kilometresof strategicfirebreaks?
9. VicForestgiascreatedin what year?

10. RowanR e i (dgdoforestry)farm islocated wherein the OtwaysRanges?

Answersareon p.10

A youngmanfailed to win a $100,000cashprizein arecentHotseatMillionaire quiz program(Ch 9).
Thequestionwas

The named e u c a | cgnpesfrans the Greek, meaning:

A. sweetsmelling, B. well covered,C. bright flowers, or D. rough bark? He choseD.




’:‘_-____——‘—.-——1

Il BOSMER
STATE

Plonted

12q-

'.Dmus 'mf‘-.

I

e

.'3.'\“1’. O

§
{
v andl

l\'mé.i' W TS CERTIA

Aoy
S v
. :\“.-\t\“ VT
\u}‘_ \\\\\.\.\Llu,

AT N

TS

-

A et X ljans
> - Y o et A
30 A WA 2 e
3 Qx\ \lﬂ\\‘( '\.\\{lk\ AN
S NI

“ (X]
Som&dag son all this VP02

will be newspagers criticisin
e nuspagers eiticsing

*I\( the hell out of us

A
R Wit s (R

38

Quick takeson somecommittee acfivity |

RegionalForest Agreementmodernizationprocess

We haverespondedo the JacksomreportonthecurrentRFAsin Victoria. Wetookissuewith a numberof

B i |cbnalssions.

We haverequested positiononthe RFA Referenceésroup.We are concerned that the announced organ-
1sations do not include any groups with specific understanding of, and experience with, forest and fire
management, independent of DELWP and Parks Victoria.



VEAC Review of Central West forests
Our Media Release was finalised m early July - see below. The IFA does not monitor take-up by media
outlets unfortunately. We remain strongly opposed to most of the recommendations.

IFA/AFG Merger

Euan and committee have drafted a discussion paper on how the merged entity could be organised
and operate 1 Victoria, to be finalised in October after feedback from members - see the draft on the
website.

Leadbeaters Possum

Mark Poynter and Mike Ryan have submitted a complaint, on behalf of the IFA, to the ABC for their
biased program on endangered species shown on 24 June.

A detailed submission (also prepared by Mark and Mike) has been sent by President Bob Gordon to
the Minister for the Environment, Sussan Ley, pomnting out the many problems with the recent Con-
servation Advice that confirmed the “critically endangered” status of the possum.

“The Ultimate Renewable”

Megan attended the launch of this imber promotion program in early June.
HHHHH AR R A R

The Institute of Foresters of Australia - MEDIA RELEASE - July 2019
Central West communities snubbed by Victorian Government
The Victorian Government has ignored the concerns of rural communities in its rush to create more national parks.

The Institute of Foresters of Australia calls on Minister d 6 A m b rtoadigect the Victorian Environmental Assessment
Council (VEAC) to follow its legislated charter which requires VEAC to adhere to the principles of 6 e ¢ o | osystamable | y
devel opment 6.

Institute spokesman, Mark Poynter, said: 6 V E A &ldice to the Minister is a clear breach of the VEAC Act (2001) which
requires VEAC to fi e n h andicidual and community well-b e i ryef ¥ E A Crécemmendation to slash the State Forest
area by 90 per cent is opposed by a substantial majority of local people living in and around State forests

6 T h eameunities rely on the forests for a range of public services and life-style activities.

6 T heeently released final report of the Victorian Environmental Assessment C o u n \VEAQ®) mito the future of forested
public land in Central West Victoria shows that the agency has not listened to local communities. They have ignored the
great work done to care and look after the environment by Landcare, farmers, foresters and people living in bushland set-
tings.

6 T mation promoted by VEAC that only national parks and reserves can 6 p r o theeenvirodment, is plainly incorrect.
6 T HFA strongly supports biodiversity conservation, and we believe that the existing mix of dedicated parks, other re-
serves and State Forests already conserves biodiversity while allowing people to undertake activities such as horse-riding,

free camping, hunting, dog-walking, and domestic firewood collection.

6 V E A& not explained why the current mix of public land categories is unacceptable and what threats to biodiversity, if
any, will be alleviated by the land tenure changes that it is recommending.



6 T ferdical threats to biodiversity, such as fire, pest plants, feral carnivores, and climate change do not respect land ten-
ure boundaries. Conservation requires active forest management and simply changing the land category from State For-
est to parks and conservation reserves will not address these key threats.

V E A Crécemmendations are inappropriate for a government agency responsible for creating a balance between conser-
vation and uses that satisfy all stakeholders. 6 hdopted, V E A Cfiha recommendations for the Central-West forests
would provide only an illusion of environmental protection, while permanently shutting-out a range of legitimate community
u s e said Mark.

Media contact:
Mark Poynter, Fellow, Institute of Foresters of Australia Phone: 0415 846 819

THOSE FIRESINBRAZI L é .

Dr Andrew Glikson (Earth and climate scientist at the ANU) The Age 27/8/10

firhe Amazon produces 20% of the oxygeninthea t mo s p h quotieg.adweet by French Presi-
dent Macron.

fBrazil alone has had 76,843 fires this year. The pace of global warming is exceeding projections,
astounding climates ci enti st s. 0O

fi éparliamentsincluding A u st r @ lh a a ddayd the future of civilizatonasapr i or i t y.

Maurice Newman (Journalist) The Australian 29/8/19

fi O nd fraction of plant growth adds to the store of oxygen in the air - quoting atmospheric scien-
tists. o

fINASA said on 21 Aug that time will tell whether the fires this year are record-breaking or just within
normall i mi t s. 0O

fBefore President Bolsonaro came to office, Amazon deforestation had declined almost 80% in a
decade.ofMost fires are agricultural in nature - small landholders burning stubble after harvest or
clearing forest forcropl and . o

WOOD - NEW WAYSOFUSING | T é .

Wood haslong beenpartof the materialmix, of courseusedin buildings,tools andfor energy.But in
thenottoo-distantfuture,it maybethedominantmaterial.i E v e r yhatis madeajrom fossiltbased
materialstodaycanbemadefrom atreet 0 mo r saysfsakk, chiefexecutiveof Finnishownedma-
terialscompanyCellutech

But notwoodasyou know it. Sure,raw wood hasmanyusefulpropertiesit is strong,yet light andflexi-
ble. It is beautifulandeconomicallt literally growsontrees But it alsohassomeseriousdisadvantages
thatcausedt to be overtakerby othermaterialsIts propertiesareunpredictablelt burns,cracksand
rots. It is bulky andnontransparent.

But thesamecanbe saidof otherraw mateials. Crudeoil, iron oreandthebasicingredientsor concrete
areof little useastheyare.To unlocktheir potentialtheyhaveto be processedl he sameis true of wood

T we just haveto discoverhow, andthenbuild theinfrastructureto do it. Whenwe havecrackedhat,we

will entertheWoodAge.


http://www.cellutech.se/news

Thefirst placewherewoodis likely to replaceunsustainablenaterialsis in buildings.It alreadyhasa
long historyasa constructiommaterial,butits disadvantagesieanthat newbuildingsaremostlymade
from steelandconcreteThesearegreatfor constructiorbut appallingfor the environment.

NSt eel and concrete in construction account

Steelproductionaccountgor about3 percentof thew o r |gikénlsousgasemissionsandconcrete
about5 percent. Thatis not sustainableAccordingto therecentreportfrom the IntergovernmentaPanel
on ClimateChangeon keepingwarmingbelow 1.5°C thedrasticemissionscutsrequiredmeanbuilding
constructiorhasto be carbonneutralby 2020.Thatalmostcertainlymeangadically cuttingdownon
steelandconcreteLuckily, thisis alreadystartingto happerthanksto awood-basednaterialcalled
crosslaminated timber (CLT ), which canreplaceboth.CLT is madeby gluing sheetof woodtogether
T usuallyfrom Norwayspruceor beechireesi to createlarge,flat slabs.Thesecanbe stackedo make
buildingslike giantJengablocks.Unlike Jengathereis norisk of this stuff falling down.

CLT wasinventedin the 1990s butis growingin popularitythanksto anongoingraceto build the

w o r ItatleSteoodenskyscraperThecurrentleaderis an 18-storeystudentresidencen Vancouver,
Canadayhichwasfinishedin 2017.This yearit will beovertakerby ablockin BrumunddalNorway.
And moreareon thedrawingboard,includingan80-storey,300-metretower plantedright in themiddle
of London 6BarbicanCentre.

0 B ACIK THE 1914 DAY!OG

105 years ago, a well -travelled British Forester, Mr D. E. Hutchins, wrote a
400 -page report with a very long title beginning: & A Discussion of Australian
For est muybksied in 1916 by the Govt Printer, Western Australia. Here
are a few excerpts (from The Victorian State F o r e s tNewskter - June 1985 ):

On tea-drinking

The tea-drinking habit, which, unfortunately for the race, has developed so strongly among English -
speaking people in recent years, is nowhere so pronounced as in Australia. Few Australians can be
in a forest for long without wanting a taste of the national drug, and 6 b o itHe b n thdsyné doubt,
had much to do with forest fires in Australia.

On firearms and travel

All Foresters should be armed and be soldiers of the State. This is very important against fire-
setters and marauders. For all dangerous patrols, or where evidence is required, the Forester must
go with the neighbouring Forester, with whom he should be in touch by heliograph or telephone.
The Forester must be most of his time on foot or in the saddle, butitis ad o glifesf he is never at
home.

Onaf o r e shonee mart samily

A Forester should be given use of sufficient ground around his house for cultivation and a good
paddock. In South Africa, a forester and his wife are encouraged to have small home farm with
poultry, pigs, horses and cows. When recruiting foresters in England for the highlands of British
East Africa | made it a practice to interview the wives as well as the men. An active healthy Forest-
e r Wwife is an invaluable help, provided of course that she be a woman used to an outdoor life and
not a sickly household drudge, or one accustomed only to town life and unable to make a loaf of
bread.

On the Creswick Forest School (in 1914)
This school is not been equipped for training even the lower grades of forest officers. The professor

f


https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg24032072-400-seven-steps-to-save-the-planet-how-to-take-on-climate-change-and-win/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg24032072-400-seven-steps-to-save-the-planet-how-to-take-on-climate-change-and-win/

of Forestry has not yet been appointed though the school has been existence some two years. Is it
political control again? That was bad enough in New South Wales. Is it still corrupting the life of
Forestry in Victoria? However, the days | spent there | reckon as among quite the pleasantest of my
Australian forest tour. | look forward to seeing it again someday with its pine forests stretching to the
horizon, and an arboretum worthy of the tree wealth of its favourable tree-growing climate.

IT definitions for the farmer/forester

LOGON Adding woodto makethe campfirehotter
LOG OFF Not addingany morewood
MONITOR Keepinganeyeonthefire

DOWNLOAD Gettingthe firewood off the ute
KEYBOARD Whereyou hangthe utekeys

WINDOWS Whatyou shutwhenthew e a t leaddr 0 s
SCREEN Whatyou shutin the mozzieseason

CHIP A pubsnack

MODEM Whatyou did to thelawns

MOUSE A rodentthateatsgrainin the shed

MAINFRAME | Whatholdsthe shedup

Answers to Have you been paying attention?

1. Leadbeaters Possum 6. Bacchus Marsh

2. Mark Poynter 7. The Mottle Range - NE of Nowa Nowa
3. 3,500 ha 8. 560 km

4. 1989 9. 2004

5. Alan Threader 10. Bambra

A set of Australian Forestr§946-2014, is available from Michael Ryan, who got the
set from long-time IFA member Jack Gittins, who died in 2015. The approx. 240 vol-
umes are in 2 boxes, weighing ~ 45 kg.

Pick up would be Yarraville. Contact Mike on 0411 285 568.
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Noojee Heritage Centre
This Centre is just East of the town of Noojee (pop.270 approx.)inVi ct Centra 6 s
Highlands. The great displays feature the timber milling that began in the area over well

over 100 yrs ago.

Here are a few photos taken in April
20109.

Founder Will Langmoor is pictured be-
low.

The first train arrived in 1919.
A large steam train is on display next
to the Heritage Centre

Welcome to the Noojee Heritage Centre
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The Mighty Murtoa Stick Shed - from VAFI News - 6 Aug 19

Australia 1s home to some outlandish and iconic ‘Big Things.” We’ve got the Big Bana-
na, the Giant Koala and the Big Prawn. But there’s one that really needs to go on the
Lonely Planet’s list of Australia’s Big Things... The Mighty Murtoa Stick Shed.

In 1941, when World War 2 significantly impacted any shipping leaving Australia, the Grain Elevators
Board in Victoria decided to follow WA’s example and erect a number of bulk wheat emergency
storage sheds. The first one was built at Murtoa and 1s the only remaining one of this type 1in the
world. When construction began the Victorian Government tendered out the job and were able to
source 560 mountain ash poles up to 60ft tall for the construction given the unique specification re-
quirements.

Although it was an incredible 900ft long, 200ft wide and 60ft high with a tin roof, and used around
2000 tons of hardwood, it was built in only four months, an amazing feat using only a workforce of
about 40 men. It also has four acres of concrete floor poured by hand. It 1s still standing today, under
protection from Heritage Victoria but 1s in desperate need of poles to replace the deteriorating ones.
Enter VAFI who 1s working hard behind the scenes to help source the required logs (with the help of
VicForests) and a few more to replace the steel ones that were needed to keep the structure in place!
We will keep you updated on its progress but take the time to look at the Mighty Murtoa Stick Shed.
http://murtoastickshed.com.au

It’s an icon in our own backyard!

Murtoa Stick Shed committee member Leigh Hammerton, in the mighty stick shed.

Contact ifavicdivision@gmail.corto comment on matters included in this newsletter or
other issues that you feel the IFA could/should take action on.
Contributionsto this newsletter are welcome. Editor: peterfagg@optusnet.com.au
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