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Executive summary 

The Trials Review, Information and Genetics (TRIG) project was designed in consultation with 
Farm Forest Growers Victoria, with funding provided by the Federal Government, and 
delivered via the Victorian Government’s Department of Jobs Precincts and Regions (DJPR) 
and Forestry Australia. The purpose of the TRIG Project is to support the integration of tree 
plantings into farms in Victoria through four key activities: 

1. Provide a comprehensive update to the farm forestry trial database information 
and identify priority sites to target for ongoing treatment and data collection. 

2. Identify model plantings of various species/provenances that have performed well 
in representative environments. Where appropriate, and in conjunction with the 
landowners, plan and manage approved stand management activities (such as 
thinning). 

3. Enhance the management of existing seed orchards and explore establishment of 
new seed production areas (SPAs) and identify the need for the establishment of 
new seed orchards and SPAs to supply improved seed. 

4. Collate, clean and disseminate relevant updated datasets, reports and advisory 
information via a publicly accessible web platform hosted by the Victorian 
government and Forestry Australia and other promotional activities. 

PF Olsen Australia undertook the project over 14 months and delivered the following 
outcomes:  

1. The farm forestry trial database was updated with new trials and information 
gathered during various stages of the project. Priority sites were identified, inventory 
conducted, and works completed. Productivity maps of two key species (Eucalyptus 
cladocalyx and Corymbia maculata) across Victoria were developed using the 
data from the inventory. 

2. A number of model plantings were identified which, with the agreement of the 
landowners, can be used as demonstration sites. These sites have had signage 
installed to aid with interpretation. 

3. The availability of seed for the shortlist of promising seed was explored. It was 
discovered that there is generally a plentiful supply of seed and that sufficient 
orchards already exist. 

4. As well as this report, a webpage has been created that includes case studies and 
an interactive map that helps identify species for farm forestry. The potential for 
accessing carbon markets in Australia was described. 

 


	Disclaimer
	Acknowledgements
	Table of contents
	Executive summary
	1. Introduction
	1.1 Background
	1.2 Purpose

	2. Data received
	3. Initial analysis
	3.1  Initial desktop analysis
	3.2 Historical trial project themes
	3.3 Most promising species
	3.4 Exclusion of salinity sites

	4. Site inspections
	5. Inventory sites
	5.1 Inventory design
	5.2 Summary of inventory results

	6. Productivity mapping
	6.1 Background
	6.2 Materials and methods
	6.2.1 Growth and site data
	6.2.2 Analysis of height-diameter relationships
	6.2.3 Fine-tuning the 3PG model
	6.2.4 Mapping zones of productivity
	6.3 Results and discussion
	6.3.1 Height-diameter relationships
	6.3.2 Fine-tuning the 3PG model
	6.3.3 Mapping zones of productivity

	7. Works
	7.1 Management plans
	7.2 Recommended works
	7.3 Thinning
	7.4 Remeasure of a Victorian Government provenance trial
	7.5 Signage for demonstration sites

	8. Project data outputs
	8.1 Access database
	8.2 Web site
	8.2.1 Interactive online map
	8.2.2 Case studies

	9. Introduction to tree breeding and seed production systems
	9.1 Tree breeding
	9.2 Seed production systems
	9.3 Seed production management options
	9.3.1 Form a seed production company
	9.3.2 Work with an existing seed production company
	9.3.3 Form a collaborative venture

	10. Seed availability
	11. Carbon markets
	11.1 Regulated and unregulated pathways
	11.2 Australian Government – Emissions Reduction Fund Scheme
	11.3 Establishing Plantations for Carbon - State Planning requirements
	11.3.1 Victorian requirements – carbon
	11.3.2 Victorian Timber Planning requirements
	11.4 Actual participation under the Plantation Method for carbon in Australia
	11.5 Current CER Plantation projects in Victoria
	11.6 Issues impeding registering carbon projects
	11.6.1 Administrative complexity requires scale
	11.6.2 Competing use of land
	11.6.3 Risk for ‘long crops’
	11.6.4 ‘Easier’ forms of abatement first
	11.6.5 Timber industry slow to respond to the market
	11.7 Opportunities to leverage plantation timber for carbon
	11.8 Overcoming the scale (project area) barrier to leveraging carbon to expand the plantation estate.
	11.8.1 Project aggregation
	11.8.2 Integrated Farm Methodology
	11.8.3 Small project – alternate assurance arrangements

	12. Biodiversity markets
	13. Conclusions
	14. Recommendations
	References
	Appendix A - Site inspection form
	Appendix B - ERF Registered vegetation projects
	Appendix C – Works photos
	Appendix D – Case Study

