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Brief  context

 Forest degradation and deforestation remain major 

challenges 

 7.1 Mha of  degraded forestlands to be restored (2015) 

 DENR and partners have launched multiple FLR initiatives

 Most FLR efforts used active reforestation

➢ costly and limited ecological gains

 ANR, adopted in the 1980s, remains under-implemented



Brief  context (Cont’d)

 Pilot ANR implementation 

➢ often deviates from recommended protocols

➢ unsustained

 Recent ANR efforts mostly for demonstration

Mainstreaming ANR into FLR and forest carbon 

initiatives faces key challenges



Objectives

Assess ANR implementation 

and motivation factors

Identify challenges limiting 

ANR sustainability

Evaluate the role of  

livelihood incentives

Recommend strategies to 

enhance ANR effectiveness



Methods

 4 cases from 3 ANR projects across               

3 provinces/regions

▪ Carood (Bohol) – 1

▪ AFoCO (Zambales) – 1

▪ NGP-ANR (So Leyte) – 2

✓ Maasin (1) & San Juan (1)



Methods: Data collection and 

analysis



Findings: ANR Implementation

Key interventions

• grass pressing 
• ring-weeding
• regenerant thinning
• firebreaks
• grazing prohibition
• community 

education

Varies with 
ecological, socio-

economic and 
institutional factors

• project’s goal
• degradation levels
• ecological memory
• stakeholders and 

resources

Strategies best 
locally-tailored

• different weeding 
methods across 
projects



ANR Implementation 

(Cont’d)

(a) Firebreaks in Carood ANR 

planted with agricultural crops; 

(b) Carood project

(c) AFoCO

(d) NGP-ANR 



Motivation 

factors for 

ANR



Ecological outcomes of  ANR

Trees

Saplings

Seedlings



Challenges 

limiting 

ANR



Strategies for 

improving 

ANR



Summary

ANR case studies showcased diverse interventions based on 
different factors

Stakeholders are primarily motivated by financial and 
livelihood incentives and environmental benefits

Key obstacles: Short-term funding; limited livelihoods, 
governance gaps, technical limitations, accessibility issues, 
restrictive policies on native tree use

Key strategies: Extend project timeline, integrate tailored 
livelihoods, ensure land and tree tenure security, mainstream 
ANR into FLR policies, explore financing mechanisms
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